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Send news about yourself, your club, ot any 
otbet news, or articles to pe published in the 
newsletter to: 

Unicyclin1 Society of America, Inc. 
ON ONE WHKEL 
P.O. Box 40534 

Redford, Micbican 48240 

Send membership inquiries, book and merch­
andise orders, etc., to: 

Unicyclinc Society of America, Inc. 
S.C--.ry 

P.O.Box 40S34 
R'!(iford, Michigan 48240 

UNICYQ.B Hon.JNl!S: Call these people 
for up-to-date information on unicycle news, 
and the upcominc National Unicycle meec • 

OR 

JAN LAYNE (OH) 419-422-8959 
JOHN FOSS (Ml) 313,476-0507 

or •nte to: 
JAIi I.AYIIE 

303 E. Lincoln St . 
Findlay, OR 45840 

Official publication of the Unicycling Soc­
iety of America, Inc. C 1984. Membership 
lee of $6 yearly includes four newsletters. 
For more information a'nd membership ap­
plication, see order form. 

We are not responsible for articles and pic­
tures unless accompanied by a request for 
their return and a self-addressed stamped 
envelope,. Please include s&me with any 
inquiries requirinc an answer .. 

All views expressed in this newsletter are 
chose of the respecti•e authors.. They are 
not necessarily those of either members or 
ofticers of the Unicycling Society of 
America, Inc. 

Reproduction or use of the material in this 
newsletter without the express permission of 
the Unicyclinc Society of America, Inc .. , is 
prohibited. 

the Unicycling Society 
of A,nerica, Inc. Ai,ns: 

To foster social and athletic interest in and promote the 
healthy, wholesome sport of unicycling among youth and 
adults of the country by establishing voluntary standards 
of performance and sponsoring and overseeing local and 
national meets. 

To disseminate knowledge and information on all phases 
of the sport to all interested parties throughout the 
country via a newsletter and information service. 

USA UNICYCLE ACHEIVEMENT LEVELS 

RIDER LEVEL 
Demonstrate ability to ride 
unicycle forward. 

LEVEL 1 
Mount unicycle unaided 
Ride unicycle 100 yards 
Dismount gracefully with unicycle in front 

LEVEL 2 
Ride 25 feel between 2 parallellines one foot apart 
Ride in a figure " 8" staying within 10 foot diameter circles 
Ride down a 6" curb or ramp 
Mount with "other" foot {foot not usually used by rider) 

LEVEL 3 
Ride 50 yards backwards 
Ride 50 yards one foot 
Rock 50 times {forward and back = one count) 
Ride one mile forward in less than 8 minutes 

LEVEL 4 
Ride through regulation obstacle course in less than 40 seconds 
Rock 25 times one foot {forward and back = one count) 
Ride forward, hop over a 2" by 2" obstacle, and continue riding forward 
Ride for 30 seconds while continuously performing one additional skill 
(juggling, baton twirling, playing instrument , etc) 
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A CROWD OF SM ILING UNI CYCLISTS ! 

On th e cov e r of thi s issue , und e r th e 25 unic yc l es , 
many of you may have seen . .. yo ur s e lves! This 
pi c tur e was t aken l as t s umme r a t the National 
Uni cyc l e Mee t in Syracuse, NY by USAm EDDIE SAX. 
I t is the audi ence that gathered at the top of 
Law r e nson Ha ll f or the NUM Public Show, and Eddie 
was one of th e pe rformers. But before he did his 
exqui s it e jugg ling performance, he said something 
like , " I ' ve go tt a have a picture of thi s before I go 
home !" whi pped out a tiny 110 camera and shot! Wha t 
a memor y he captured for e ve ryone that was at the 
mee t . 

Nea rl y 60 US A members can be identified in the 
ex tra-l a r ge print that Eddie sent to your Ed. 
Some of t he big faces in the front are: CATHY 
& CONN I E FOX , JEANPAUL JENACK, KEN FUCHS, BOB 
DELOOZE, CONNIE COTTER, GLEN GRANBERRY (center), 
JASON PROST, RACHEL OJALA, TONY VOROS, YOUR ED. 
(and hi s trust y camera), CINDY FOX, SETH GRANBERRY, 
HANS MI LLS, and JESSICA FIEDLER. Can you spot the 
MICHAEL J AC KSON look-a-like? And how about that 
guy throw ing the airplane ? There is an article 
a bout Edd ie Sax and his juggling in the Winter, 1983 
ON ON E WHEEL. 

Custom cycle builder and USAm TOM MILLER has dubbed 
his operation "The Unicycle Factory", and devised this 
outlandish logo, drawn by USAm MIKE KAZALEH. His motto 
is "Where dreams become rideable". Tom is pictured on 
the cover of this issue with a lineup of unicycles, 
s howing s uccessive tire sizes of 8", 12", 16", 20", 24" 
and 36". His .8" wheeled unicycles are the smallest 
pneumat ic- tire unicycles in the world, to his knowledge, 
and they are available. 

Unicyc le Factory T-shirts and stickers may soon 
become avai lable. If you would like to find out more, 
call Tom a t ( 317 )452- 2692. 
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ONE ONE WHEEL IN JEOPARDY 
This is a c r y for he lp fo r your Editor. Since John 

Foss returned from his trip t o Europe last Fall (See 
Page8), he has been working two jobs, seven days a 
week . He can see now that this schedule is no t leaving 
e nough time for him to complete iss ues on ON ONE WHEEL 
on time. He has two choices. The first one is to have 
t o step down as Editor, to let someone who has the time 
t o do it right. The problem is that there are not many 
people out there that have the time and ability to do 
the job, and it may be considered more than a one person 
job. 

The second choice is for John to continue as Editor, 
a fter the appointments of several Assistant Editors , 
Regional Correspondants, Writers, Reporters, or what 
have you. This would require a dozen vol untee rs or so, 
and they should be from a ll parts of the country. The 
work load for each of th ese people would be quit e light. 
Regional correspondants would collect the news & infor­
mation from their r egion of the country ( or country), 
form articles, and pass them on to your Ed. Assistant 
Editors, Writers , a nd Reporters would also. do the same ; 
it's just a matter of title. People fulfilling these 
positions would have their names listed at the fr ont of 
the Newsletter under the name of the Editor. 

Read this next part very carefully: You do not have 
to be a good writer, a good speller, or a person who 
got good grades in English class to help out! Any l evel 
of skill is quite good enough! Everything written 
would still pass through the hands of your Ed, and 
hopefully a few others that did better iri English than 
he did, before going into ON ONE WHEEL, 
- Writing help is presentl y the only thing tha t is 
needed. Your Ed , in the past, has had all of th e 
mater i als, but the task of forming stories or artic les 
from them has been taxing. John has the facilities to 
make the newsletter at the quality level it is here, 
but to continue doing it he will need your help. If 
you would like to do some writing for ON ONE WHEEL on 
a regular basis, please contact your Ed. NOW, at the 
addr ess listed in the front of this issue-:---'fHANK YOU! 

UNICYCLING ARTICLE IN NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC WORLD 
The article in the April issue of National 

Geographic's WORLD Magazine, though not large, 
gene rated a res ponse of nearly 400 letters from 
unicyclists or would-be unicyclists who wanted 
to find out more about unicycling and events. 
The USA Inc. address was included at the end of 
the article for this purpos e, requesting that 
inquiries include a self-addressed business .size 
envelope with stamp . The response was overwhelming, 
keeping AL HEMMINGER quite busy just stuffing 
envelopes with Membership Prospectuses and other 
materials. These inquiries are still coming in a t 
a rate of five or more a day! 

The people writing in, though mainly youngsters, 
were of all ages , i ncluding ma ny educators, who 
wanted more information about unicycling and meets. 
Many wanted information of events in their area . 
At present, we are receiving the first of the new 
memberships fostered as a result of the article. 

RANDA BISHOP, the photographer who took the 
pictures at the me et last summer, related in a 
lette r to USA Director PAUL FOX, some of her 
impressions of being at the meet: "This was both 
an exciting and fulfilling 3ssignment with a 
gr oup of wonderful and talented people ... a nd I'll 
never, ever forget that wonderful parade a t the 
end, a par ade in absolute motion, multifaceted, 
which brought tea r s to my eyes." 
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NATIONA L UNJCYCLt Ml::ET, JULY 20 - 22 

Preparations a r e " s taying on t op" for the National 
Unicyc l e Mee t (NUM) t o be t aking place in Findlay, 
Ohio . Even t s will begin with check- i ns s t ar ting 
at 4:00 pm on Friday, July 20. Workshops will go 
from 8 :30 to 10:00. Saturday will sta rt wi th 
check-ins a t 7:00 and racing events begin a t 9:00 am. 
The USA Inc. annual mee ting wil l be at 8:30 pm. All 
USA members in attendance s hould try t o be at this 
meeting! Sund ay wi ll have a non-d enominational 
se rvi ce at 7 :00, artistic riding events will begin a t 
9:00 a nd con t inue until 5: 00, fo ll owed by awards 
ceremony at 7 :00. 

us 
OHIO· 68 

15 ·,. 

Findlay is l oca t ed in North Central Ohio, and is 
eas ily r eac hed by Interstate 75, or by any other 
of the highways on this ma p. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
*Room and meals canno t be guaranteed for regi s trations 

received af t er July 6. 
*There wi ll be a r oom key deposit -- $5.00 per key. 
*If you wis h t o s tay Sunday night, please indicate 

so on your r egis tr a ti on form; additional charge is 
$8.00 pe r pe r son . 

*Mea l t imes have been se t by the college, so 
please ad here to the schedule . 

*No alcoholic beverages, illega l drugs, firearms, 
ex plos ives , etc . are allowed . 

*Dormitories wi ll be locked at 12:00 each night! 
*Pa r ade competi tion will ~e once around the track 

and is not t o exce ed 5 minutes. 
*Agenda f o r the Saturday evening USA Inc. annual 

mee t ing wi ll inc lude the election of officers, 
determination of the 198 5 NUM Chairpersons, and 
more. 

Please be adv i sed that th e cos t of thi s year's 
unicyc l e mee t is quit e l ow, and if you've ever 
wanted to come t o one, pe rhaps this is the year t o 
do it. I t' s an incredibl e experience ! Also, don 't 
forge t the International Un icyc l e Convention on th e 
following weekend! 

UNICYCLE TOUR TO SYRACUSE STILL BEING PLANNED 

USAm DAVID GOLDMAN announced hi s pl an t o have a 
l ong-distance unic yc l e rid e from Buff a l o, NY t o 
Syracuse following the National Uni cyc l e Meet. Peo pl e 
i nt erested in makin g this thr ee-day rid e we r e encour aged 
to cont act him. So far he ' s go tt en one response . If 
anyone else wou ld like to join in thi s ride, David 
needs to hear from you soon! 

Perhaps a three day rid e sounds like t oo mu ch wo rk, 
or too far for you t o ride on your unicycle. David 
might be inte res t ed in havi ng just a one day rid e from 
Rochester, NY, or meeting these cyclis t s for the la s t 
day of his l onger trip . Any s tandard unicy c l e could 
ride fr om Rochester to Syrac use in one day, a nd it 
mi ght make quit e a sight t o see 20 or 30 o f th em 
riding down th e street ! If yo u a r e interest ed, con­
tact Da vid Go ldma n, 9318 N. Kildare , Skokie, IL 60076 . 
Pl ease include SASE , or phone (312)677-6229. 

NEWS - OAK VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
EXHIBITIONAL ACTIVITIES CLUB 

During the winter season , th e Oak Vi ew Club 
performed at halftime of basketball games of 
va rious high schools and colleges i n th e 
Washington, D.C. area. Performing on unicycles 
of a ll sizes, the boys and gi rl s gave shows for 
the following coll eges - Maryland, George 
Washington, George Mason, Geo rge town , American 
and Towson State. Several of these basketball 
game shows were carried on loca l and r egiona l 
TV coverage. 

The troupe also perfo rmed in a number of local 
parades, family night shows and boy and girl scout 
dinners. 

On a col d, windy day, Beth Bai ley and o th er 
Oak View unicyc l ists pedal down Washington 
D.C. ' s Co nstitution Avenue in the c ity ' s 14th 
annua l St. Pat ri ck ' s Day Parade. 
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THE UNI-CYCLONE REPORT 
By John Foss , Editor 

Le t me t e ll you about a court case that happened 
l as t summer in the State of Virginia. I'm leaving 
out names and details to prevent confusion and 
complication of this important ma tter. 

Some unicyclists of several years experience were 
i ssued tickets for using a "TOY" on the street, 
a nd for no t having lights on their "BICYCLES", as 
these a re required by this city's city code. The 
cyc li s t s tried first to get their decisions appealed, 
and then t o get the city codes changed to allow for 
the operation of unicycles on the streets, but in 
a l a ter ruling, the l ocal safety council decided 
th a t the codes would remain the same, and that the 
cyclists would have to pay their tickets, and no 
l onge r ride their uni cycles in the public streets. 

From now on in this city in Virginia, unicycles are 
not allowed on the streets, though bikes, which 
sometimes are and sometimes aren't properly equipped, 
are free to roam. Let us consider the problem here 
and try to see that the same thing does not happen in 
any o ther city. 

Unicyc l e s are almost guaranteed not to be mentioned in 
most traffic lawbooks. Therefore, it is kind of a 
"gray a rea" of the law, to say the least. Unicycles 
are mos t similar to bicycles, at least when it comes 
to using them for transportation on the street. 
Let' s look at some general traffic rules for bicycles. 
Remember though, your own local codes may be different, 
and a r e probably more detailed than what follows, but 
these are some common sense rules to use if you are 
going to be riding your unicycle in the street. 

1. Always keep to the right. Bicycles are considered 
r oad users, and have a right to the road, though 
th ey a re supposed to keep as far to the right as is 
safe. Pedestrians, on the other hand, should walk 
on the far left side of the street so they can see 
what i s coming toward them. It i s assumed that 
a bike is FASTER ·than a walker and has enough 
time to move out of the way of any hazard. 

2 . Obe y the signs. If it says STOP, stop. This 
way yo u are a real user of the road, and drivers 
a nd other cyclists can predict your moves better. 

3. Use hand signals. If you are riding in traffic, 
your left arm held out with the forearm & hand 
held up means "right," left arm straight out . means 
"left," and left arm out with the forearm & hand 
down means "stop." 

4. Always ride in as straight a line as possible. 
Don't weave in and out if there are parked cars, 
but ride in a straight line to the left of them. 
Again, if your movements are predictable by the cars, 
they will not be afraid of you. 

5. Most importantly of all~ if you are not a strong and 
steady rider, and at least level 2 in the USA 
skill levels DO NOT RIDE IN THE STREET AT ALL! This 
is the thing that most law enforcement officers are 
afraid of, someone who is barely in control falling 
in front of a car or something. Riding in the street 
is only for the experienced rider! 

Let us ponder the dilemma of the police officer who 
is confronted by a unicyclist riding down "his" street. 
He sees someone doing something that appears to be 
impossible, remember, and no matter what the rider's 
level of skill, it looks to the non-riding policeman 
that they will fall at any unknown second. The 
police man does not know where unicycles fit into 
his lawbook, because they are not mentioned, but 
he does not want this cyclist to fall and get hurt 
in a pl ace where he is responsible for public 

5 

safety. He may ask the rider not to ride in the 
s treet, and he may give a vague or stupid reason because 
he doe s n't know of a t ec hni ca ll y correct one. 

My advice to you, as members of the Unicycling 
Society of America and promoters of the unicycle 
as a healthy and wholesome sport, is to see that 
unicyclists, and unicycling, do not get in bad 
favor with the law in your area. If a law 
enforcement officer asks you to not ride in the 
s treet, even if he calls your unicycle a "circus 
t oy ," do as he says and be friendly with him. He 
is only trying to do his job and protect, if not your 
safety, then that of those around you. You can explain 
to him that the unicycle is your means of transportation 
and that it is a sport and that you are a good solid 
rider, but whatever he finally says, make sure you 
do not defy it, because there is the possiblity that 
unicycling could be made illegal in your town as well. 

Please pass this information on to your friends, fell ow 
riders, club members, school groups and what-have-you. 
Legislators will not even consider the unicycle until 
there are thousands of them being ridden in every state. 
Until this time, and beyond, it is up to us to set the 
standard for unicycle street use. ··<!> 

RICKY AIRHART WRITES: 

Enclosed you will find a picture of me as I rode 
in the Lakeview Scout Parade during recent Mardi 
Gras Celebrations. I was King of the Clowns as 
I rode my unicycle through the streets of New 
Orlea.ns ! I am ten years old and a Webelos Scout 
with Pack 23. I am the only Scout in my pack who 
can ride a Unicycle. I am hoping to encourage 
more boys to try Unicycling. 

I am enjoying my unicycle very much. The more I 
practice the better I get. I am Level 2 now and 
am working very hard on my Level 3 achievements. 
I'll let you know when I reach that level. 

Stay on top, 
Ricky Ai rhart 
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CALENDAR: 
JUNE: 

2 - The Round Tower Race, Copenhagen . Contac t Jean 
Ascher, C. F. Richsvej 35, 2000 Copenhagen F. DENMARK. 

JULY: 

14-21 - Peru Circus Ci ty Festival, Peru, Indiana. 
154 N. Broadway, Peru, IN 46970 (317)472-3918. 

17- 22 - 37th annual International Jugglers Convention, 
Las Vegas , Nevada. IJA, Box 29, Kenmore, NY 14217. 

20- 22 - National Unicycle Meet , Findlay, Ohio. Write t o 
JAN LAYNE, 303 E. Lincoln St. Findlay, OH 45840. 

24 - 26 - Unicycle tour to Syracuse, from Buffalo, NY. 
David Goldman, 93 18 N. Kildare, Skokie, IL 60076 (SASE) 

27-29 - World's fi r s t International Unicycle Convention, 
Sy r acuse, NY. Send SASE to Kenneth Fuchs, 51 Sweet 
Holl ow Road, Huntingt on, NY 11473 (516)427-1331. 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER: 

Aug. 30- Sept 2 - Unicyclists/jugglers Get-Together and 
the Amsterdam Koepelkwartier Unicycle Special. Sem's 
Unicyle Sportclub, Reigerskamp 53, 3607 HC Maarssenbroek, 
HOLLAND. 

Sept. 13-16 - European International Jugglers Convention, 
Frankfurt, Germany. Autonome Jongliergruppe,c/o Paul 
Keast, Nerostrasse 38, D-6200 Wiesbaden, W. Germany. 

OCTOBER: 

24-27 - World Championships of Artistic Bicycling and 
Cycleball , Schiltigheim, France. Write to Hans Born, 
Gaustrasse 77, D-6520 WORMS, W. Germany. 

Do you have an event coming up in your area? Let 
us know so we can list it in the unicycling calendar! 
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CIRCUS CITY fESTIVA L - PERU, I ND I ANA 

Per u, Indiana was th e winter quarters for seve n 
of the wo rld' s major ci rcuses bac k in the heyday 
o f the ci r cus. Today, residents of thi s communit y of 
circus-lore presen t a fu ll youth three-ring ci r cus 
which is so good that many visi t ors have t o be told 
t hat it ls not a prof ess ional show. The post card 
of the ci r cus s hows it in the permanent building whi ch 
it aquired several years ago for the circus presen t a tion. 
Below the sixteen girl s tha t a re being spun around on 
t he ropes, some of USAm TOM MILLER'S very first home­
buil t unicycles are visible. Tom was f o r seve r al 
years a performer with the circus, and various memb ers 
of th e Kokomo Road Runners Unicycle Club are in i t 
tod ay . Needless to say, unicycling takes more than a 
mere "bit-part" in the show. 

The ci r c us is performed every year in late July. This 
year's dates are July 14, a nd July 16-21. With dat es 
like these it would be quite easy for ride rs 
planning to attend the National Unicycle Mee t to make 
a s top in Peru on a day before. It is only a 3-4 hour 
drive from Peru to Findlay, Ohio, and is a highly 
r ecommended stop to make, even if it i s not on the way! 

WOW! 

Tha t's right and we're ready to go. The new WOOD 
ONE WHEELERS 4H UNICYCLE CLUB of Bowling Green, OH 
is ge tting ready for a fun summer of unicycling. 
Don't confuse these WOW's with the WAUKEGAN ONE 
WHEELERS (WOW) of DAN WHALEN in Waukegan, IL . Let' s 
hear from you too! The 26 members of the Wood One 
Wheelers are looking forward to parading and part­
icipating in the NUM in Findlay. The youngest 
rider in the group is five and the oldest, we ll, 
USAm EMIL LAYNE is not telling his age but he is 
riding. 

A potluck was held on April 1, at the Wood County Juni or 
Fair Building where the group pratices. By the way, it 
was no April Fool, the food was great. Election of 
officers was held and afterwards DICK MARTIN, Wood 
County 4-H agent, who has been helping the group get 
started, was guest speaker. The photo shows 10 yr. 
old MATT FOSTER, one of the new riders in the club. 
WOW AWAY! 
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UNICYCLING SOCIETY CHAPTER ORGANIZATIONS 

Mem bers of our soc iet y hope to s oon set up a new 
program t o aid its members and the sport of uni cyc ling. 
This would be a sys t em whereby l oca l c lubs or 
organizations of any uni cyc ling sort co uld be affiliat e d 
wi th the USA Inc. and be ab l e t o us e th is connec tion · 
t o furth e r their ability to do what they do f or our 
s port. It i s hoped tha t this new sys t em of "Chapt e r 
Organizations" would strengthen these up-and-coming 
groups and be able to help hold them together so 
tha t they don't fl icker and di e like so ma ny 
unicycle . c l ubs have done since our socie ty's 
beginning. By be ing linked in an official way to 
the USA Inc. , an organization can have a stronger "big" 
organization to fall back on in case a need arises, a nd 
the Society can spread the word of unicyc ling through 
its chapter organizations. 

Chapter organizations would be encouraged to promote 
the sport of unicycling in wha.tever way they already 
have done or would like to do, because diversity is as 
basic as the desire to ride a unicycle, and any 
way that works is good! 
Specifics of the simple criteria are not spelled out 
at this time but could include such items as: a one­
time chapter fee, specified number of chapter members 
would be also full-paid members of USA, Inc., Name of 
chapter spokesperson would be of record with USA, Inc., 
Quarterly reports of activities could be stressed, 
uphold and further the aims of USA, Inc. always important, 
and annual list of chapter members could be sttessed. 

The chapter will receive a chapter certificate, 
authenticating the group's association with the USA 
Inc., but the main benefit is being affiliated with 
the world's most comprehensive and well-known 
unicycling organization! 

A "Chapter Coordinator" will correspond with the various 
chapter organizations and pass on relevant information 
t o the organization themselves, and inform them on 
how t o publicize events, etc. Chapters will receive 
a s ubsc r ip tion t o ON ONE WHEEL to serve as a 

"Chapter Copy," a nd will be list ed in any membership­
rosters published by the society . 

T~e Bond Street Thea tre Coalition, The No Elephant 
Circ us , Circus Education Specia lis ts and Center Ring 
the movemen t thea tre group of the Ba rton Avenue ' 
Sc hool in Patchogue , NY, are a lread y member-organizations, 
and will surely be four of our fir s t chapters. What 
about yo ur club or group ? 

SMILING FACES 4-H UNICYCLE CLUB 

The Smiling Faces of Findlay, Ohio wish us to know 
of their new officers for 1984: 

Pr esident: USAm Elaine Young 
Vice -President: USAm Dave McCoy 
Secre tary: USAm Julie Marquart 
Treasurer: USAm Michele Layne 
Reporter: USAm Valerie Miller 

The officers continue to get nothing but good 
compliments from people in the club regarding the last 
i ss ue of ON ONE WHEEL! 

UNICYCLE PEN PALS! 

SMILING FACES members would like to have uni cyc ling 
pen pals. Any USA members from any part of the 
world who are interested in having a pen pal should 
send name, address, and age TO: 

Julie Marquart, Sec. 
16368 SR-698 
Rawson, OH 45881 

She will match you up with a pen pal from Smiling 
Faces who is close to your age. Hope to hea r from 
a lot of USA members! 

INTERNATIONAL 
UNICYCLING 

FEDERATION 
INTERNATIONAL UNICYCLE CONVENTION 

The world ' s first International Unicycling Convention 
will be July 27 -29 at Syrac?se University in Syracuse, 
NY . Tf you are planning on attending, you must fill 
out a regis tration form and send it in with your reg­
ist r ation f ees . This money is needed to get the event 
off the ground. Be sure to include a Stamped, self­
addressed business-size envelope to: 

Kenneth Fuchs 
51 Sweet Hollow Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 

Races are planned: IOOm, 400m, I mile, 10m slow 
race , ! Om wa l k the whee l race , 400m relay (four riders 
per t eam) and obs t ac le course. Basketball games will 
be played on unicycles . 
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Individual, couples and group artistic unicycling 
wi ll take place on Sunday, where world champions of the 
unicycle will be chosen. Jack Halpern is hoping to 
bring the largest group ever from Japan, and riders in 
other countries are making plans as well. 

Cos ts for the convention will be similar t o costs 
of the National Unicycle Meet that was held there in 
1983, or a little higher. 

It should be really exciting to have two l arge uni­
cyc l e gatherings in one summer, in the two ar eas where 
our members are most densely concentrated (see map). 
Though attendance at each of the two events may be a 
little lower because of the existance of the other, 
when the numbe r of people attending both events are 
added up, it shou ld be quite a substantial number. 
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THE UNI-CYCLONE'S EUROPEAN TOUR, PART II 
By J ohn Foss, Editor 

Par t I o f this s tory was in th e Wint e r, 1984 ON ONE 
WHEEL , a nd to ld o f you r Editor ' s trip t o Germany l as t 
Fa ll to train with o the r USA members f or the Indoor 
Cycli ng Wor ld Cha mpion s hips , whic h t ook place in 
Vi e nn a , Au s tria. From th e r e 1 we nt to visit the 
fam ily of USAm SEM ABRAHAMS i n HOLLA ND . 

HOLLAND 
Ho ll a nd - Land of windmill s , wood e n s hoes, and Sem 's 
Unicycle Spor t c lub. Th e r e are a ls o probably more 
bicycles than yo u have eve r seen, unless you've been 
t o China ! Howeve r, I wil l keep the emphasis here on 
unicycli ng, rather tha n Dutc h c ulture, landmarks, 
c l ot hing , a nd delicacies s uch as the "Snot Dog". 

Sem has a n olde r sis t e r a nd two younger brothers. 
It' s th e boys in th e fami ly tha t participate in the 
unicyc ling (including Fa ther CARLHO), and the practices 
t ake place every Frid ay & Saturday. It starts Fri. 
evening a t 6:00, in a gym in the nearby town of 
Maarssen, a nd runs unt i l the riders are all out of 
e nergy , a t arou nd 11 :00 ! The first two hours or so 
are r ese r ved f or beginning riders, of which there are 
many. Sem, Ca rlho , and others that are capable, teach 
"K i ds" of a ll ages how t o ride. There is a small fee 
for coming to th e pratices, but 100% of it goes to pa y 
for th e f ac ilit y . After mos t of the beginners ar e 
through, a nd the younger riders gone home, it's time 
fo r the more e xpe rienced riders to take to the floor . 
It ' s div id ed up this way because the gym is of a very 
sma ll size. I go t to see Sem pratice his coasting, 
into a sp in, and ride a Schwinn Giraffe that had Mo-ped 
footpegs on the axle as steps. He pedalled it with one 
ha nd whil e hold i ng th e frame with the other. 

Sem's Unicyc le Sportclub has a set of skill levels of 
i t s own. They go from 1 to 4, like the present USA 
s ki l l l eve l s , but the fourth level in these requires a 
l o t more s kill than Number 4 of the USA levels. Perha ps 
we can publish these skill leve ls in a future ON ONE 
WHEE L. 

During the week, between unicycle pratices, we did 
some riding at BISONSPOOR, the local shopping mall. 
All o f the stores in the mall closed at 6:00 except 
for a s nack-grill-bar and a bowling alley, which 
s t ayed open much later. This left a giant open area 
i nsi de the mall, and no one seemed to mind a little 
uni cyc ling and juggling pratice on the smooth concrete 
f l oor . (Don't try this at home kids, it doesn't seem 
t o work the same way here in Ame rica.) In fact, peo pl e 
at th e snack bar seemed to enj oy watching us pratice. 

Be t ween tourist trips a nd other happenings, there 
was a l so some riding right out front of the Abrahams 
home. There were five c urious RODEOCYCLES, made by 
Motobecane , clu ttering up the sh ed . One of these was 
bro ught t o the NUM last summer where people were 
riding it aro~nd. It is a strange vehicle with th e 
back e nd o f a bike or unicycle, and front end of a 
s kat e boa rd. You turn by leaning, just like a skate-
bo~ rd, a nd i t is, of course, mti ch eas ier to master 
tha n a unicy cle. Some of th e r odeocyc les had fixed-
whe e l s i n the rear, e nabling them to be ridden on th e 
back whee l only, like a unicycle. Others had a coaster 
brake, wh ic h made it possi ble to do s pin-out stops wit h 
th em. When the rodeoc yc le was introducted around Holl a nd, 
Sem a nd h is two brothers were hired to do some promotion a l 
s hows a t de partment stores where the cycles were avail a ble. 
Th ey dressed up in cowboy costumes, for a "Rodeo" type 
atmos ph e r e , and put the things thro ugh their pa ces in 
front of th e throngs of people. 
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I fo und th e Ahrnhams f ami l y t o be a wo nd erfu l g r ou p to 
s ta y wit h, and e njoyed my s t ay ther e immense l y . I was 
amused t o find th at one of th e few things that cou ld 
ga the r the whole f am il y together was t h e prospect of 
watc hin g THE A-TEAM o n TV ! Sem s howed me through pil es ( 
of ph o tos a nd papers de a ling with h i s riding of a 45 ft. 
hi gh uni cyc le in 19 77 , the world's hi ghest at tht' time . 
Lt was two Guine ss r ecords in one, being th e wor l d ' s 
l ongest aluminum ex trusion e ve r made. In 19 80 , Sem 
rode a 72 ft. unicycl e f o r n Chai lenge the Guiness TV 
s how in Tokyo , Japan. Th ese were histori c eve nt s t hat 
Semis pro und t o hnve been n part of, and hopes to on e 
dny surpass the pr ese nt r eco rd of IOI ft. he l d by STEVE 
Mc PF.AK. Good lu ck Sem! 

SEM ABRAHAMS, master of the unicycle, riding a 42" 
pneumatic-tire big wheel . These cycles were made in 
Japan and used in a 100 mile race for the Guiness 
book there in 1980. 

•' 
Mo tobecane Rod eocyc l es , in front of the Abrahams home . 
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In Holland there a r e a~ of bikes. These a r e parked in 
front of a loca l middle school . One hour later, they were 
a ll gone! 

Unicyclists ages 7 to 70 (literally) at Sem's 
Unicycle Sportclub 

& URI ABRAHAMS practicing some unicycling and 
juggling in front of the snack bar ! 

DENMARK 
De nmark - Land of Danish pastries, Lego, and Circus 
Cha nghi gh. There was also quite a lot more than I 
expec t ed to find unicycle-wise! USAm JEAN ASCHER is 
th e man responsible for bringing it all together, 
starting the circus, and also the Danish Unicycle Union. 

Circus Changhigh is not a circus like any other, and it 
is not a circus of fantastic unicycle tricks. It is, 
r at he r, a circus t hat is performed entirely on unicycles! 
I missed a pe rf ormanc e of the circus which took place 
while I r ode t he train to Copenhagen. All of the per­
fo rme r s in th e circus are ch ildren, except for Jean and 
GITTA BECIISHOFT. One act, called the "Strip Tease", 
has the children ridin g on various sized unicycles with 
about nine l ayers of T- shir ts on . J ean tells humorous 

or otherwise entertaining stories about the designs or 
mes sages on each of the shirts as they are taken off 
one by one . Another act is a bout communication, and 
invo l ves mother and child volunteers from the audience. 
Both volunteers are given complicated looking headsets 
with ant e nnas , and the moth er is told that she can 
talk t o he r son/daugh ter via satellite through the head­
phones while the chil d is being pulled around in a 
little trailer behind Jean's unicycle. When the child 
does not respond to the mother's frantic shouts of 
"HELLO, are you there?" through the headphones, the 
audi ence br eaks up in laughter! 

The Danish Unicycle Union was started in order to 
organiz.e the unicyclists of Denmark, just like the 
USA Inc. It now has at least 118 members, including 
your Ed! As long as Jean is able to devote so much 
of his time & energy to our sport as he does, Denmark 
will remain a strong force in the unicycling world. 
The main event of the DUU is the Round Tower Event, 
which is listed in the Calendar in this issue. 

CIRKUS CHANGHIGH'S colorful poster. 

Another person from Copenhagen had joined the USA since 
the time I'd left for my European trip, but I didn't 
get to find out about it until Jean took me to JUNO CYKLER 
the bike shop where all of the Cirkus Changhigh unicy c l es ' 
are made. New USAm JAUN HALL built all of the cycles 
in the large picture on this issue's cover. He and his 
as s istants also make & sell unicycles in the store. 
Their design has been developed through experience, 
mostly through the circus experience and their pr esent 
product is quite elegant and beautiful. They make 
their own saddles, molded in aluminum, in a shape similar 
to that of the Schwinn cycle. The metal is covered with 
foam, and then a fur seat cover, available in tan, gray, 
o r whi te, is placed over this. It looks super! From 
l ooking at older models of the Juno unicycle, one can 
eas ily trace its evolution from a primitive machine to 
what is being made now. 
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Obvio usly, unicyc l i ng activi t y in De nmark i s go ing 
s trong. J ea n says t ha t maybe he and one of t he boys 
from the circus wi l l be able to come he r e t hi s Summer 
for th e Inte r nationa l Unicycle Conve n t i on, bu t it ' s 
"Just a little Maybe. " Next stop , Sweden! 

Mr . & Mr s . HALL show off some of th e ir creations 
in t he ir JUNO CYKLER bicycl e sh op. 

Nea rly a doz en unic ycles hang from the ceiling. How ma ny 
unic ycles are usually on display in your local bike shop? 

' 

• • • • I --";:·\I: 

---

Jean Ascher on hi s 5- wheeler, which 
ha s 5 white 12" tires. Wh a t a beaut y ! 

GITTA BECHSHOFT has mastered the very 
diffi c ult skill o f playing her violin 
while roc king on a unicycle . She says 
it t ook endless pr ac tice because her 
arms & entire upper bod y must remain 
still t o properly pla y the violin . 

Your Ed. longed to take this 
gorgeous unicycle home with him, 
the Juno Cykler uni shown here is 
red, with white pedals, tire a nd 
saddle. You should see it in 
color! 

SWEDEN 
Sweden - Land of Vol vos , s kiing., a nd c oas ting unicyclists. 
In th e Winter ' 81 issue of the News l e tter, many USA members 
were dumbfounded by the picture of US Am JOAKE MALM riding 
his unicycle wit h "no f eet"! Th e same issue showed a 
picture of USAm GORAN LUNDSTROM rid i ng hi s 63½ in . wheel 
unicycle, the wo rld' s larges t. Le t' s go back to Joake. 
As a rider, he s t a rt ed a precedent in unic ycling , with 
a s tyl e of riding tha t some peopl e c a ll th e "Swedish 
Style " of riding. I ' ve seen this s tyle demonstrat ed 
by six different Swedis h riders, in tha t they al l 
rod e in a simi lar way. Th ey do quic k, fa s t-~aced tricks, 
and ride with t heir sad dles dragg ing on the floor 
sometimes. This s t yle came about thr ough skateboarding, 
as Joake worked in a ska t eboard park a nd then app li ed 
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his skills to the unic yc les, and a l s o because o f 
t he design of the 20 in. Miyata unicycle . Thi s i s the 
kind that all of the six riders use, and it' s pl as tic 
s addle enables it to be dragged along the ground wi t hou t 
major damage, and the na tura l light we i ght makes it 
possible to do qu i c k t ricks a nd to coas t more eas il y . 

I was in v i ted to s t ay f or a bout a week wit h USAm 
PETEK HOLMGREN a t h is home in J i rfill a , su bur ba n 
Stuckholm . Pe t e r has some in t e r es t i ng un icyc l es, 
whic h ca n be seen in th e b i g pho t o o f him . Th ere 
is a 27 i n . c rui s e r uni cyc l e , made with a s uper -
narrow r ac i ng b i ke t ire & whee l a nd s hort 5 i n. 
cranks . There is a t wo whee l er tha t has wh itewa ll 
tires with r ed fl owers pr i nt ed on th em! 
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The mos t interesting cyc l e of al l is Peter's 
PED-0- PED . It' s a walking machine, the likes of 
which have been seen before in this news l etter. 
Peter built this one with the help of his father, 
and it's a real show-s t oppe r! You pedal it like 
a uni cycle , but it wa l ks instead of rolls. Though 
one ca n hard l y ca ll it a un icyc l e, it requires the 
sa me type · of ski ll t o " ri de" it. I was able to 
deve lop some degree of proficiency on i t, finding 
i t somewhat like a 6 ft. unicycle with an extremely 
s low and bumpy ride. You must r emember to shift 
you r weight as th e feet go up & down, an d not to go 
t oo fast because you wil l be bounced ou t of your 
sea t! It wou ld make a great construc ti on a rtic l e 
for a future issue of ON ONE WHEEL. 

One of the highlights of my trip t o Eur ope was being 
ab l e to meet USAm GORAN LUNDSTROM, a n ex tremely 
fr iend l y, helpful and articulate pe rson, who organiz ed 
unicyc ling as an amateu r sport in Sweden. He is 
editor of a techn i ca l magazine in Sweden, and 
currently building a new house for himself and his 
wif e , BRIGITTA, a nd three young children. 

ETER HOLMGREN , hamming it up on hi s PED- 0- PED in hi s driv eway . 
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Go r an originally corresponded with our founder, 
BILL JENACK, all the way back to our Society's 
beginning, and his name is mentioned constantly 
throughout the hi s t ory of this newsletter. He 
started ENHJULINGS KLUBBEN HOLMIA, the Unicycle 
Club of Stockholm, of which a ll of the above riders 
had had some kind of con t ac t. He also is respon­
sib l e for the importation of the Miyata unicycle to 
Sweden, and the r esult s of that can be plainly seen 
in the riders! 

At th e back of his huge basement, Go r an ex tr ac t ed a nd 
dus t e d off hi s beautiful 63½ in. wheel unicyc l e . The 
fr a me , hub flanges, a nd even th e s pokes a nd rim are 
made from blue anodized aluminum. A rubber strip 
a round the outside of the rim serves as a tire, and 
a Schwinn saddle is squeezed down as close t o the top 
of the wheel as possible. 

Go r a n, who is closer t o 6½ f t. tha n 6 ft. t a ll, may 
have an easy time riding i t. When asked if I 
would like to try, I was delighted. I took it out­
s ide all by myself, and was first confronted with 
th e problem of how to get on a _saddle that came up 
as high as my eyebrows. This was solved with the 
help of a telephone pole and about five minutes 
s truggling. Once on, I feared that my toes would 
not be able to reach the pedals in their down 
positions, and could not find out without riding 
away, because the wheel was far too large to rock 
back and forth on. Finally I pushed off ... and 
was riding! My tippy-to_e s were able to stay on 
the pedals, and experience with my own 45 in. 
wheel enabled me to control the huge spidery machine 
as it lumbered down the street. What a ride to .1. 
be remembered! ~ 

GORAN LUNDSTROM and his one year old son show 
us the scale of his 63½" unicycle, the world's 
l a rge s t! 

IF YOU CAN'T FIND UNI CYC LES IN YOUR LOCAL BIKE SHOP . .. 
Since the Schwinn unicycles are ~urrently out of 
production it has become even more difficult t o find 
unicycles in the loca l bike shop. If you are in 
need of a new unicycle and are unable to find one in 
your area, you might try one of these sources: 

ANDY'S ODD SPORTS 
P.O. BOX 1071 
BALA CYNWYD, PA 19004 
Phone: 215-667-0146 

BRIAN DUBE, INC. 
25 PARK PLACE 
NEW YO RK, NY 10007 
Phone: 212-619-2182 

JENACK CIRCUS CORPORATION 
6 7 LION LANE 
WESTBURY, NY 11 590 
Phone: 516-334-2123 

THE UNICYCLE FACTORY 
2711 N. APPERSON 
KOKOMO, IN 46901 
Phone: 317-45 2-2692 

ART I STIC BICYCLES from Germ any are available fr om 
USAm JIM BAYLISS, 2409 EAST SIDE DRIVE, AUSTIN, 
TEXAS 78704 (Include SASE ) 
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MLMtll{JES OF ME L 
By Ke n \~ oods 

What a de li ghtful s urpri se to see in th e last 
news l e tter news of MEL HALL. Th e ma ny a nd varied 
stories of Me l' s exp l oi t s a r e l egendary . My 
partne r a nd I (lllCK LARSON, "Wiza rds of the Wheel" 
WOOlJS c. LARSON) had th e good fortune to be assoc­
iat ed with Me l in the Thirties. We were just 
breaking into th e game and we were enthralled 
with Mel's seemingly e ffortless ability and innova­
tive acrobatics. 
Our pa th s would c r oss occasionally and he helped 
immense l y , s moo thin g out our rough edges showing us 
what had crowd a pp ea l a nd what to avoid. He had 
an innate sense of showmanship, unparalleled. He 
showed us a number of diffi cult moves that he did 
not us e in his act as he did not receive response 
from the audience. 
Mel was always reaching out for something new and 
difficult. We were priviledged to watch him develop, 
over several months, the following business. Holding 
head high what is now known as the ultimate wheel, 
which instead of pedals,was fitted with hand grips, he 
would dive head first while riding a standard uni 
and ride along on the ultimate on his hands. This 
took tremendous tenacity, even for Mel, as he 
accumulated several broken fingers, fractured hand, 
clavicle and splitting headaches. This plus riding 
the giraffe upside down, I have never seen duplicated. 

When our paths crossed again Mel had a giraffe 
fitted with padded "U-Shaped" supports for his 
shoulders and had everybody marvelling at his 
dexterity while whipping about the stage upside down. 
His free floor mount of this was breath taking, his 
toe went between the fork and the tire, for an 
instant, all motion and gravity seemed suspended 
as he went up three steps and inverted himself in 
one impossible 1 fluid motion. 

Mel went on to become the most sought-after act in 
the trade with recognition in Hollywood, etc. Mel 
married a girl that had an equestrian act and we 
drifted apart, occasionally exchanging cards and 
then that even ceasing. 

It would behoove the Society to see that he becomes 
a lifetime honorary member and to chronicle an in­
depth interview while he is still available. I am 
sure Mel would let the Society review his memor­
abilia, as he was always kind and generous and 
should have this recognition in the waning days of 
his most illustrious career. 

EDITOR' S NOTE: USAm KEN WOODS, and his partner, the 
lat e DI CK LARSON, were featured in an article about 
WOODS AND LARSON in the Oct. 1977 issue of our news­
l e tt er . Ken was also present at our 1982 National 
Unicycle Meet in St. Paul, MN. The small details of 
the past unicycling experiences that these riders 
s ha r ed on l y serves to whet your Ed's appetite for 
mor e of the sort. Since BILL JENACK was the editor 
of the Newsletter, articles about famous performers 
have bee n f ew and far between, because later editors 
didn't know even a fraction of the people with whom 
Bill corresponded. 

An article about Mel would be exactly what ON ONE 
WHEEL is thirsting for, but it would not be easy 
for your Ed., a Michigan resident, to get. He relies 
primarily on you membe rs out there to write to him 
with your sto ries. Anyone, anywh e re out there, is 
encourged t o write about any past and present 
exper iences they hav e had with unicycling .. We have 
now been around long eno ugh that even stories about 
the ea rly unicycle meets, told by peopl e that were 
the re, would be of great interest to the many present 
members that "wished t'hey had been there." 
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ATHENS UNICYCLE MEET CANCELLED 

Due to an unfortunate sequence of events, Athens 
Spring Unicycle Meet organizers had to call off their 
event and say "We'll try again for next year . " 
USAm FLOYD BEATTIE and his co-organizer ran into 
unfors ee n financial difficulties that had to be 
taken care of at the expense of the meet, but next 
spring looks hopeful. In the meantime, Floyd reports 
that he is training for races for the NUM in Findlay , 
and will do his best to make it to Syracuse, so 
watch out racers! 

AMSTERDAM: THE KOEPELKWARTIER UNICYCLE SPECIAL 

The Amsterdam Koepelkwartier, a well-known neighborhood 
in the center of Holland's capital, proudly announces 
it's 2nd annual unicycle spectacle! To be held Sept. 2, 
1984. 

The spectacle has been organized in cooperation with 
Sem's Unicycle Sportclub, and consists of various 
unicycle events, such as races and demonsrations, 
and it will take place in the streets of the 
Koepelkwartier . 

Sem's Unicycle Sportclub is also planning the 
organization of the first combined Unicyclists/ 
Jugglers "Get-Together" on Firday, Aug. 31 and 
Saturday, Sept. l; indoors in Utrecht, a city half 
an hour from Amsterdam and near the Abrahams' home. 

Holland is a great place for street shows, which are 
even allowed by law, and these events are taking 
place just 2 weeks before the IJA's European 
Jugglers Convention in Frankfurt, Germany. 

Futher information about these up-coming events, 
including accomodations, is available from Sem's 
Unicycle Sportclub, Reigerskamp 53, 3607 HC 
Maarsenbroek, HOLLAND. 

ON ONE WHEEL "CRITIQUED" 
A letter from STEPHEN K. STAFFORD, father of USAm 

WILL STAFFORD, described in great detail his opinions 
of the Winter '84 issue of ON ONE WHEEL. 

"Last year's (1983) cover design was good, but 1984's 
cover design is outstanding! The "Official Pub ... " line 
tells anybody exactly what they are looking at. The 
open white lettering is bold and unambiguous .•. The balance 
of the USA logo and the uni. wheel is good and kept from 
being bland by the uni seat breaking the encircling line ... 
You can't beat photographs of real human beings if you 
want to engage the interest of other human beings. Your 
covers are effective because you show real people and 
those real people are engaged in the activity which is 
the subject of your publication. Thanks to John Foss 
and to all the officers of the USA for your outstanding 
work." 

The USA officers were.proud & pleased to read 
Stephens letter, and other people's views on the subject 
are always welcome. Your Ed. has worked hard to make 
this publication something that people will want to pick 
up and start reading; a professional-looking magazine 
that people will tend to continue to subscribe to, 
even after their unicycling-mania fades. The goal is 
to elevate the status of unicycling to the Olympics, 
or better yet, to make the sport as popular as roller­
skating, skateboarding, wind surfing, and BMX. ON ONE 
WHEEL is one of the means of attempting to do this. 

Mr. Stafford's letter finished, you should know, 
with: l'Encolsed is my $57.40 order for back issues 
and books." For someone who is not even a member 
(He claims he'll join as soon as his son teaches him 
to ride.), that's not bad! THANK YOU Stephen. 
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MEMBERSHIP MAP 

The numbers on the map show where our members are 
at present. 50c family members are not counted on 
thi s listing. All of the subscription members shown 
he r e add up to 493, but the number has increased 
since these figure s were put down here. 

There ar e s t i ll an uncomfortable number of zeroes 
and ones i n several of the stat es, and one by one we 
hope to bring these numbers up. This is up to you 
members rid i ng/residing i n these or nearby states to 
promote your sport! 

The l arge thick line crossing the map from east to 
west is the planned route of USAm SHRI. DEEPAK LELE 
of India, as he rides his unicycle across the continen t 
this summe r . His ride star ted i n April, and he shall 

arrive in Los Angeles i n time for the Olympics! 
There is also a thin line going from west to east. 

This is the path of WHEELMEN and USA member PAUL GRIM­
SHAW. He and a friend will be riding their antique 
Penny Farthing,or Ordinary,bicycles across the country 
to honor THOMAS STEVENS, who rode a bicycle around the 
world in 1884, 100 years ago. Their ride starts on 
Memorial Day, and who knows, they just might show up 
in Syracuse at the International Unicycle Convention! 

Those membe rs that care to look back to their Sum­
mer/Fall issue of the Newsletter of 1982 will find the 
numbe r s on this map quite a bit more healthy than the 
ones a pp ea r i ng then. We also have 4 members in Alaska, 
3 members in Hawaii , and these in other countries: 
Australia - 3 W. Germany - 6 Portuial - l 
Canada -1 7 Netherlands- 5 Puerto Rico - 8 
Denmark - 3 Hong Kong - l Sweden - 6 
Eng l and -10 India - 2 Switzerland - l 
Fra nce - 1 I srae l - 2 Wes t Ind ies - l 
E. Ge rmany- l Japan -1 5 

Wow ! The r e are a l so 181 fami l y members ou t there, 
bu t it' s s t i ll less than 1% of th e unicycle riders of 
the U.S. Le t s keep on spreading awareness of the 
wheel, and keep our membership drive a l ive ! 

BOOK REVIEW= 
ALTERNATIVE SPORTS AND GAMES FOR THE NEW PHYSI CAL EDUCATION, 
by BUD TURNER, and SUSAN TURNER, of the Seattle Public 
Schools, provides the recipes to supplement trad i tional 
physical education offerings, such as the prevailent 
team-oriented sports that have come under criticism 
by contemporary educators. Bud is a USA member and group 
coordinator of SCAT'S CIRCUS at Seattle Public Schools. 
The book contains 11 chapt ers on diverse sports such as 
Challenge Ball, Disc Sport s, Double Dutch, Hocker, 
Juggling, Pickle Ball, Roller Skating, Tumbling, Gymnastics, 
and of course Unicycling . The emphasis is on teaching 
these skills in school programs, and gives suggestions 
for setting up programs in unicycling with limited funds. 
Some photos from the 1981 NUM appear in the unicycling 
chapter, along with many other pictures of a myriad of 
possible unicycle activities. 143 pages - Large paperback. 
Available from Peek Publications, P.O. Box 50123, Palo 
Alto, CA 94303 ... $9.95 . 

JUGGLING, UNICYCLING, AND FUN IN PHILADELPHIA 
The fairmount Park Commission sponsors juggling, 

unicycling, and fun sports instruction in cooperation 
with the Philadelphia Jugglers Club, outdoors on the 
east terrace of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. 

Informal instruction will be held every Tuesday, 
May 1 through Sept. 25, 1984, 6:30 PM to dusk. 
Instruction .i s free. Equipment is available. Beginners 
are welcome. Come out and take a ride, and have a ball 
(or two or three)! 

Tossingly yours, SIDNEY P. OZER, Recreation Leader 
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WINTEK WEATHEK UN I CYC LI ST 

USAm BILL KAKBO says that it was 25 degrees below 
ze ro when thi s "topless" pictu re was taken of him 
in the st r ee t s of his home in Minneapolis, MN. 
Don't try thi s your s elf! When they say unicyclists 
are crazy , sometimes it's true! 

Bill went on to say , in a recent letter, that he 
sure miss es summer unicycling (sure, we all do, 
but there a re limit s !!), but as we can see he never 
s t o ps . He ha s even learned a new trick. With two 
ma t c hing uni cyc l es , Bill is able to go from riding 
one Uni to si tting on t op of two together while 
walking theirwheels, and back to riding the one. 
1~e hard part is kee ping the two unicycles from 
running t ogether. 
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CEN'l'EK Kl NC STUD ENTS 

CE NTEK KING, the circus arts/music program of the 
Barton Avenue Elementary School (See article in 
Spring, 1983 ON ONE WHEEL), got a chance to show it's 
stuff to New York educators last Fall. The group of 
about 30 elementary school kids directed by USAm's 
KAREN DEETEK and CHUCK MALER were special guests by 
invitation to the New York State Music Association 
Conference at the Concord Convention Center in Lake 
Kiamesha, NY, late last November. 

Various educators and members of the Association 
wished to see how Center Ring's holistic approach to 
the arts integrated music with several vital per­
forming arts including unicycling, juggling, mime, 
and clowning. The audience dropped its collective 
jaw in astonishment when the 30 kids all started to 
juggle simultaneously. Unicyclists from the group 
managed to overcome the difficult conditions found 
in the thickly carpeted floor to show their stuff . 
The demonstration took the form of a performance 
combining most of the skills learned in the program. 
The demonstration was a huge success, and educators ( 
and parents alike gave a standing ovation at the end. 
This was followed by a brief demonstration of the 
teaching techniques used in learning a three ball 
cascade by USA Director JEANPAUL JENACK, and an even 
briefer demonstration of more advanced unicycle skills 
by your Ed. Great interest in the program was shown, 
and it looks like a future of swift growth for circus 
education programs in schools. The educators were also 
fascinated with the picture of Barton Ave. Unicyclists 
on ,the cover of the Spring 1983 issue of ON ONE WHEEL 
that was being passed around! 

UNICYCLE SKILL LEVELS 

The following is a list of objective criteria for 
evaluating unicycle skills, and are intended to be 
performed by one rider on a standard unicycle (see def­
inition) with no props. Though racing a unicycle can 
be considered a skill, it has been omitted from this 
list because riders that are smaller than a certain 
size cannot compete in something such as riding a mile 
in under 8 minutes, for example. Some USA members 
have passed all of the ,crit,eria for USA levels 1-4, but 
are unable to ride the mile fast enough because they 
are just too small. Some of these riders are on 20" 
unicycles, and cannot ride a 24". 

Aside from this, the levels are based on the 
original four USA skill levels originated by USA Pres­
ident JAN LAYNE, and it is hoped that consideration for 
adopting some, or all of these levels can be made this 
summer at the annual meeting of our membership. The 
first seven, for instance, can be adopted to replace 
the present four, which, over the years, have evidenced 
some problem areas, such as the one mentioned above. 
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This present proposal has been in the works for 
over two years, and has been approved and amended by 
many of the top unicycling promoters of the world, 
such as JACK HALPERN, SEM ABRAHAMS, BILL JENACK, GORAN 
LUNDSTROM, FLOYD CRANDALL, KEN FUCHS, JOHN FOSS, JEAN­
PAUL JENACK and many other skilled unicyclists. All of 
the credit for the original four USA skill levels goes 
to Jan Layne, who pioneered the system, which encourages 
riders to continually try something new, and gives them 
ideas for that "something new" that they can try when 
they can't think of anything. 

DEFINITIONS 
STANDARD UNICYCLE - Any direct-drive unicycle where 
pedals turn the wheel that is on the riding surface 
(no limitations on unicycle dimensions, but saddle 
should be a t proper height for rider for all skills). 
COMPETITION STANDARD UNICYCLE - Same as above but 
with restrictions on maximum wheel diameter a~d min­
imum crank arm length. Other limitations may apply. 
DISMOUNT - Rider gets off unicycle, feet returning to 
riding surface; must be with intention. 
FALL - Dismounting without intention, regardless of 
control. 
RIDING SURFACE - Can be a floor indoors, or some type 
of pavement outdoors, or whatever the unicyclist deems 
suitable for riding. 
FOOT IN CONTROL POSITION - This is the foot that is 
pedaling, or otherwise controlling or driving the uni. 

All skills must start with the unicyclist riding 
forward or backward, sitting on saddle, and must finish 
with rider riding forward o r bac kward sitting on saddle, 
with the exception of mounts , where only the second half 
applies. Measured distances in which the unicyclist 
must ride involve linear distances of 10, 25 and 50 
meters, and circles of 50cm, 1 and 3 meter diameter. 
There is also a figure "8" which consits of two tangent 
3 meter circles. The metric system is used so that USA 
members in other parts of the world can adapt these 
skills, and so the USA Inc. will already be there when 
this country catches up with the rest of the world in 
measurements. 

One foot riding skills can be performed with the 
rider's free foot extended, or resting on the unicycle 
fork. Riding with the saddle held to the front or rear 
of rider must be performed as follows; saddle is held 
by one hand only, and other hand and arm are extended 
to the side. There must be no contact between the uni­
cycle saddle and any part of the body other than the 
hand, meaning that the saddle cannot rest against the 
body while riding. 

Because unicycling is a sport, or physical activity, 
some of the one-foot skills must be mastered with both 
left and right feet in control before certain levels 
can be passed. This will keep the rider more "even" 
in the exercise aspect of the sport, in that one leg is 
not getting twice as much activity as the other. Any 
skill that can be learned by one foot can be learned 
by the other. 

LL Vl·. L I e. Ride backw,1rd in figur e "R". 
f. Ride uith s.1ddle held to front of rider I footed 

25 m~ter.s. a. Mn t1nt unicycle wt thout assl s t,1nce (;my type o f 
mo unt ) . 

h . Rid e uni c ycle SO me tPrs. 
c. Di s mo unt gr .1ce ful l y wt th unicycle to front or 

r Id e r. 

LEVEL 2 

a. 
h. 

<l. 

b. 

<l. 

Hount untcycJ e wlth left foot ln control position. 
Hnunt unicycle wtth right foo t tn control position·, 
Rlrl c> 10 meters between two parallel llnP!'i JO cm 
Ap,1rt. 
Rid e in the figure "8" staying within thP 
1 me ter circles . 

Ro lling mount. Hount unicycl e uhile rolling t.t 
f orward. Wheel may stop whll e rider gets on. 
bu t m;1y not move hack. 
Rid e backwArds 50 metPrs, 
Idl e or rock in place for SO back and forth J 
r evo lution cycl e s with left fnnt in control 
pos ition . S,1me s kill also with the rl~ht foot 
in c ontrol poi:;ltiC"ln. 
Mak e sharp 90 and 180 degree turns to thC' l e ft 
and right (maximum I me'ter dtRmeter), 
Rtd e in a J met e r c ircle wJ th arms crosse d 
a nd held tightly to bod y (no. :1rm movemf'nt). 

LEVEL 4 

S id e sa ddle mount. Standing with unicycle to 
s id e of rider, s tep onto ped.il with proper font 
(L f oo t on I. p(' d:d or Ron R), .swing oth e r leg 
up .,nd .iro und fr o nt of saddl e . Sit on saddle, 
pl.i ce othe r f oot on pedal and ride away. 

f. Touch fing~rtip to l"idlng surface while ridlng, 
turn pcrmtssable {saddl e a t proper he ight for 
r lder). 

g . Idle or rock with saddl e he ld to front of rtde r­
for- 2':I ha c k and forth ¼ r evolution cycles. 

LEVEL 6 

b . 

d . 

e. 

f. 

Kick up mount. L:iy unicycle on riding s urface with 
pedals l e vel, standing on left pedal (1eft side of 
unicycle i s up). Use right foot to kick saddle 
up .so that it hits left leg. Sit on saddle, pl.1c e 
right foot on right pedal and ride away . Same 
skil I with right foot s tarting on right pedal. 
Walk the uhee l 2'> met e rs . 
Spin five full revoluti o ns of body a nd unicycle 
within a I me ter circl e. 
Ride I foot ed, left foot in control pos ition, within 
3 meter circl e. 
Haintain a stationary ba t.,nce for 5 s ec onds; no 
tuisting, r ocking or bo uncing. . 
Jump uith unicycle .so that tire leave s the riding 
surface and l.1nds at least 50 cm from uhcre lt left 
the riding s urface. Jumr can be made forward or to 
the side. 

a. Pit:k-up mount. Unicycle uhe el upright, but with 
s a ddle on rldlng surf ac e ln front or uheel. 

b. 

Jump onto pedals then 11ft up saddle (only after 
on pedals), s it on saddle and ride nuny. Mount 
must stnrt 1.1ith ped1tl s level. 
Ride in figure "8" wfth saddle held fn front of 
rider. 
Ride backwa rd utth sadd le held to r ear of rider 
25 meters . 

h . !lo p o r bounce wl th ped;lls l e ve l, left f oo t back, d. Ri de I foot e d In figure "8" uith l e ft foot to 
contr-ol pos ition. Same s kill with right foot 
in contr-ol pmdtion. 

d . 

h. 

so that tire lifts above riding surface 'i c nn s <'cntivf> 
times . S,1me skill also with right foot hnck. 
Ri de unicycle 'iO me ters with s,,ddle held t n 
fr o nt of rider as described abovP, 
Idl e or rock I foot e d for 2"> h:ic k .,nd forth 
! rt.'volutlon cycles uith (Pft f <,ot tn C(llltrnl 
pns t Io n. S.1me s kt 11 .1lso ulth rl~ht fnot In 
C(lllt r ol position. 
Wtrl P In tuo f11II circle>.<; within thr l'irdr. 

f. 

.g . 

h. 

Ride backua rd I footed 2 5 meter-s. 
Walk the uheel I foot e d uith left f oo t pushing 
uhcel 25 met e r s . Same s ki l t ulth right foot in 
control po s iti o n. 

Walk the whee l ulth hands, seated or uith chest 
on saddl e , 10 meters . 
Pirouett e , s pin into c ircles of de c r e,,sJng size 
until unlc yt:l e .and rid e r a re rot;itlng o n nne s pot 
('lOcm circl e limit) for 'l. full reV(tlutlons with 

Free j ump mo unt. Us in~ h,1ml s , h ,1l ,111t..: c unll·yi; lt • with nu lnrnin ~ or 1wd,1ls. 
pc d ~1l s l evel. Bc fnn~ J11mpi11g, lt•t ~11 of 1111i c yclt> LEVf.l. 8 
s o It I s balancing free ... j11mp up and l;111d 1111 both ,,. 
peda l s s imult:111e o11 s ly. Sit dt11.1n and rlc1 e ;1u;1y. 
Rid e o ne foo ted J O met e rs with l e ft font in c untrol 
pns Jtl on. Same s k i ll with r-lght font In c ontrol 
pus It i un. 
Rid e ~,u me tt•r s in c hest to s.1ddle prone position. 
I.Jo t h i.l rms ext c 11(h•d s traight nut to sides . 
Rldt• 'iO me t e r s with s addl e h e ld to rear of rider. 

h. 

<. 

·d. 
e . 

rerfect srln mount. Suing leg onto pe dal, 
.spin _at l east 270 degr<'CS (twice around) before 
pedal lng -'lnd come to a c omplete st.ind s ti 11 
be fore rldlng .,way. 
Rlde hackward into a spin of at l'east 5 revolution s 
within I meter circle; ride away f o rward. 
Ride hackwt1rd wl th ~nddl f> held to front of rider 
in figure 118" . 
Walk the wh e f>I Jo figur e "8" . 
Walk the whee l bnckward 25 meters. 
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g. W.1lk the uheel sideways . Stand on wheel with 
feet on either side of seat pos t holding saddle 
with hands, compl e te a circ le within 3 me ter 
diame ter limit. 

h. Riri e 1 footed backua rd 25 meters with teft foot 
in c ontrol poi:,ition . Same skill with right fo o t 
in c ontrol position . 

l. GI lde 10 meter s. This ls riding with foot 
sliding on top of tire for control, usually 
lnllhtl'd from riding I footed .and lifting 
pl'dnllng foot up to uheel. 

J,EVEL 9 

a. FreP Jump mount to 1- footed wheel walk. Ba lance 
unl cydf> with hand s until it is s tanding fr e e, 
Jump up and land on saddle with I foot on wheel, 
wnlk the Wheel I footed away, continuing for 
2 me tf'rs before returning fe e t to pedals. 

h. Shl e ride. Ride unicycle with left foot on 
rt~ht pedal or right foot no left pedal, 
s t.,nding next to unicycle, for IO meters, with 
non-pedaling leg extended . The skill only need 
be pe rformed, uithout starting from, or returning 
to, s t.1ndard riding position. 

c. Rid e with saddle he ld to front, hop up and s pin 
uni cycl e 180 degrees in relation to body, l a nding 
m1 pedal s ulth unicyc le facing b11ckward, 
continue riding "11th .saddle· held to front, hop up 
.,nd iqpin untcyc1e ag.1in~ landing .with unicycle 
f.1cing fnruard. 

d. R ld f' h ,,ckward I f ooted in figure "811
• 

c. W;ilk the wheel I fnotf'd ln figure "8 11
• 

f. \falk the uhrel bac kuard lo figure "8". 
g. R,,ck w,, rd piroue tt e . Ride b.1ck1.1ard into c irc l es 

of dPc r e,,slnR s iz e nnt 11 uni cycle and ride r .1re 
rnt.H Ing on nn e s pot ( 'lOcm ct rel e limit) for 
two rull rotntlons c,f hndy nnd unicycle with no 
I\Jrll l ng of prd,,l s . 

LEVEi . I U 

a. Seal Lt.d1i11d rul I ing jump mount fcom the side, 
b.i1.:k1.1ar<l. With 1.1he el rolling backward, Jump 
011to pedals from side of uni c yc!e ubi le holding 
s...1ddlc hchind ride r. Continue riding backwa rd 
al l e .a s t l meters with saddl e held to rear of 
r idc r. 

I.J . kidc int o a piroue lte with saddle held to front 
of rider. Compl e t e 2 revolutions 
of unicyde. and body within 50cm circle and 
rid e away with s addle held to front of ride r . 

c. 8 a l.11h.:t: 011 unicycle (no twisting, rocking 
o r bu 11nc ing) for 30 seconds. 

d. Walk the uheel with one hand backward in 3 m~ t e. r 
cird ~ . 

e. 
f. 

g. 

Walk the uheel I footed backward in flgurt.i "8". 
Extended pil"ouette. Complete 5 full revolutio ns o f 
unk yde and body within 50c 111 circle . 
Coas t i n a circJ e (any siz e ) . No contact what soeve r 
1.1ith an y pact of . pe dal/crank/1.1heel unit of uni c ycl e. 

4-84 



ORDER FORM 
As a Not-For-Profit corporation we are not in business to make money. However, you will find 
here a number of related items we have for sale which may be of interest to you, and which if 
ordered through your Secretary will not only be of service to you but will aid our treasury ( 
and enable us to do more to help further the sport of unicycling. 

Fill m and mail to: 
UNICYCLING SOCIETY OF M.1ERICA, INC. 
P.O. Box 40534 
Redford, Michigan 48240 

Make all Checks payable to: 
UNICYCLING SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC. Date: --------

BOOKS Please send me the following items/memberships for which 
I am enclosing a check or money order in the amount of: $ ____________ _ 

Q!_y_. Book Totals 

THE UNICYCLE BOOK QUANTITY TOTALS 
Jack Wiley, $7.95 
THE ART OF JUGGLING 
Ken Benge, $4.95 
THE JUGGLING BOOK 
by Carlo, $4.95 
BASIC CIRCUS SKILLS 
Jack Wiley, $3.45 
NYU DRAMA REVIEW 
Circus Techs. 
THE TUMBLING BOOK 
Jack Wiley, 
ACROBATICS BOOK 
Jack Wiley, 

$5.00 

$8.95 

$5.95 

-----

4" Embroidered USA Patch $ 2.50 
Achievement Level Patches each$ 1.00 
Unicycle Charm $ 2.50 
Unicycle Pin $ 2.50 
Newsletter back issue set (thru 10-82)$40.00 
Total separate Newsletter back issues 
Total of books ordered (see back) 
Tot. postage & handling for books & nslrs. 
USA Membership Prospectus! 100 copies$ 5.00 
Total of USA memberships 

Enter grand total above 

Newsletter Back Issues $2.00 EACH -- (Special 
discount - 4 for $6. 00 ) 

SPECIAL NEWSLETTER BACK ISSUE C LOSE OUT!! I n an effort to red uce our stockpile of 

newsletter back issues, we are now offering a low low price for an entire set. To get 

issue no. l (Jan. 1974) through Fall 1982, normall y $54.00 if you ordered them all, just 

enclose check or money order for $4 0 . 0 0 while they l ast! Invaluable unicycling history! 

vol.1:1 Jan, 1974 Vol. 4:1 - Jan, 1977 Vol. 7:1 - Wint, 1980 
1: 2 - Apr, 1974 4:2 - Apr, 1977 7:2 - Spr, 1980 
1:3 - Jul°, 1974 4:3 - Jul, 1977 7:3 - Sumr 1980 
1 : 4 - Oct, 1974 4:4 - Oct, 1977 7:4 - Fal1, 1980 

Vol. 2:1 - Jan, 1975 Vol. 5:1 - Jan, 1978 Vol. 8:1 - Wint, 1981 Unicycle Pin 
2:2 - Apr, 1975 5:2 - Apr, 1978 8:2 - Spr, 1981 
2:3 - Jul, 1975 5:3 - Jul, 1978 8:3 - Sum, 1981 and 
2:4 - Oct, 1975 5:4 - Oct, 1978 8:4 - Fall., 1981 

Unicycle Charm 
Vol. 3:1 - Jan, 1976 Vol. 6:1 - Jan, 1979 Vol. 9:1 - Wint, 1982 

Vol. 

3:2 - Apr, 1976 6:2 - Apr, 1979 9:2 - Spr, 1982 
actual 3:3 - Jul, 1976 6:3 - Jul, 1979 9:3/4-Sum/ shown 

3:4 - Oct, 1976 6:4 - Fall 1979 Fall., 1982 

10: 1 - Wint, 83, 10:2 - Spring, 83, 10:3 - Sum., 83, 10: 4 - Fall, 83 also available. 

Use membership application below to fill out return mailing information. 
Member, $6.00 annual dues • includes subscription to quarterly newsletter plus membership card and voting privilege. 
(Foreign members. $8.00 • newsletter mailed as printed matter. Please send U.S. funds only.) 

PRINT you name _________________________________ Date ------------

Sireet address __________________ ;...._ _____________ Date of Birth----------

City, State, Zip _________________________________ Phone -----------

0 Yes, I (we) wish to have my name & address printed in the membership list. D I wish lo have my phone no. included with my n;ame & address 

D I wish to have my NAME ONLY printed in the membership list D I do not wish lo be listed 

D I can ride a unicycle D I cannot yet ride a unicycle Where did you hear of the U.S.A. lnc.l ________________ .,..{ 

Unicycling lntersts (circle): Construction, Ricing, Artistic riding, Riding for transport;ation and recreation, Gir;affe, Big Wheel, ;and Two Wheel 
Other rel;ated interests: Juggling, Tumbling, Artistic bicycle, Clowning, Wire w;alking, Prop construction, other 

Additional family members. 50' (For members of the immedi;ate filmily of ii member residing in the s;ame household • s;ame benefits ;as member 
except no newsletter.) 

Renewal ______ _ New ________ Professional ________ Am;ateur _________ _ 

size 


